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WEATHER

The week was cold and dry. Average

temperatures ranged from one degree below

normal east to seventeen degrees below

normal west. Precipitation averaged less

than a tenth of an inch.

WINTER WHEAT

Winter wheat condition rated 25% fair

and 75% good. Adequate snow cover was

beneficial to the crop, averaging 7.2

inches, ranging from over one foot in the

western counties to under two inches in

the eastern counties. There was SOme wind

damage in the Panhandle prior to the snow

storms of December.

GENERAL

Farm and ranch activity in Nebraska

centered around grain handling, livestock

management, book work, and general farm

chores. The condition of farm stored

grain was reported good in most are@s, no

major problems with insects, rodents or

spoilage. Shop work, machinery mainte-

nance and fencing were major farm activi-

ties. Bookkeeping activities for tax

records, ordering supplies and planning

for 1988 were active last month.

LIVESTOCK

Feed grain, hay and forage supplies

are rated adequate to surplus in most of

the State. Pasture and range feed is

mostly adequate. Mild conditions early in

December extended livestock grazing on

crop residues and allowed producers to

make repairs and build new livestock

facilities. The snow, which provided good

cover for winter wheat, forced some

operators in western areas to feed hay and

supplement winter grazing. Livestock

winter losses have been light so far.
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